Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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Complete  working  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  the  Extension 
agricultural  engineer  at  your  State  university.  There  may  be  a  small 
charge  to  cover  cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  university,  send  your 
request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  forward  your  request 
to  the  correct  university. 

ORDER   PLAN  NOS.  6187,  6188,  POULTRY  HOUSES. 


These  plans  were  developed  to  fill  a  need  for  a  small 
"backyard"  laying  house.  Because  of  inflation,  egg  prices, 
and  the  trend  toward  "backyard  farming,"  there  is  con- 
siderable interest  by  many  rural  nonfarm  families  in  pro- 
ducing eggs  for  their  own  use,  resulting  in  requests  for  a 
small,  low-cost,  easily  constructed  poultry  house. 

This  small  pole-type  laying  house  is  easy  to  construct, 
of  relatively  low  cost,  and  sturdy  enough  to  withstand 
wind  pressures.  The  roof  framing  can  be  assembled  in  two 
sections,  raising  into  position,  and  secured  to  the  poles. 
The  floor  may  be  dirt  or  concrete. 

Environmental  control  is  by  natural  ventilation.  Win- 
dows and  doors  can  be  screened  and  opened  for  summer 
ventilation.  Small  slot  openings  between  the  rafters  at 
both  the  front  and  rear  eaves  will  provide  natural 
ventilation  for  winter. 

The  roost  and  feed  platform  covers  about  two-thirds 
of  the  total  floor  area.  It  is  large  enough  to  hold  all  birds 
so  that  very  little  cleaning  should  be  required  in  the  rest 
of  the  floor  area,  except  at  the  annual  cleanup  when  a 
new  flock  is  put  in.  The  feeders  and  waterer  are  located 
for  easy  service  access  but  at  least  16  inches  away  from 
the  edge  of  the  platform  so  that  droppings  fall  into  the 
pit  rather  than  outside  it  when  birds  are  feeding. 

Manure  removal  is  through  a  hinged  cleanout  door 
in  the  rear  of  the  building.  For  easy  cleaning,  the  roost 
and  feed  platform  can  be  raised  and  suspended  from  the 
ceiling  during  cleanout. 
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